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Abstract:   
 

The term cerebral palsy has been around for more than a century, and the disease itself has 

probably existed without a name throughout human history. However, despite its long history, 

there is still no consensus on this issue.  
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Introduction 

Along with the generic term cerebral palsy, the term Little's disease is sometimes used in 

clinical practice. This name was proposed in honour of the British orthopaedic surgeon 

William John Little, who in the mid-NINETEENTH century was the first to establish a 

causal relationship between complications during childbirth and disorders of mental and 

physical development of children after birth. His views were summed up in the article "on 

the influence of pathological and difficult childbirth, prematurity and asphyxia of newborns 

on the mental and physical condition of children, especially regarding deformities". Such 

motor disorders were called Little's disease until the Canadian physician William Osler 

suggested using the term "cerebral palsy"in 1889. In the extensive monograph "Cerebral 

palsy in children", he also noted the connection between difficult childbirth and lesions of 

the nervous system in children. Children's cerebral palsy as a separate nosological form that 

combines a variety of motor disorders of cerebral origin' was first identified by the famous 

Viennese neurologist, psychiatrist and psychologist Sigmund Freud. 

 

Main Part 

In all previous publications of the nineteenth century on motor disorders in children, the term 

" cerebral palsy "was used only in combination with other terms (for example, "cerebral 

palsy"). Nevertheless, the daily clinical practice of the second half of the nineteenth century 

needed to specify the terminology. In his monograph, Freud writes that the term "cerebral 

palsy" combines “those pathological conditions that have long been known, and in which 

paralysis is dominated by muscle rigidity or spontaneous muscle twitching." Freud's 

classification and interpretation of cerebral palsy were broader than the subsequent 

formulations of other authors. He suggested using the term even in cases of the complete 

absence of paralyses, such as epilepsy or mental retardation. This interpretation of cerebral 

palsy is much closer to the concept of early "brain damage", formulated much later.' Freud 



Proceedings of Online International Conference on Technological Developments in Systematic Research (ICTDSR-2020)  

Organized by Novateur Publications, Pune, Maharashtra, India  

International Journal of Innovations in Engineering Research and Technology [IJIERT] 

 ISSN: 2394-3696, Website: ijiert.org, August 14th, 2020. 

25 | P a g e  

 

proposed to combine different motor disorders in children in one nosological group because 

He could not find another way to organize this area of pediatric neurology. 

 

Conclusion 

In the twentieth century, the lack of consensus on the definition of nosology made it difficult 

to conduct scientific research. More and more obvious to specialists was the need to form a 

common view of cerebral palsy. Some researchers interpreted cerebral palsy as a single 

clinical nosology, others-as a list of similar syndromes. 
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